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Se~r$~~ eheet fOT eaoh cu~~~mit 411 f ormalitios . For office 1ettere o~v~. -----
I havo held this m(l.l'luB cript e evarfil dR:,S 

~'R ltlDg to ge t t"'e pic tnr e to !"end ,'rith it , 

but 1 t seems t'l be toRine t h en on UnUBll.Rlly 

l:mg t.11':'1e to get t.hen de yelopnd. 80 I HC s ending 

jt on ,"lth:>ut the picture . \' jil l t:oml it another 

t.ice . 
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" " THEL CHlJ:lC, j ---BUCD~Yl~ 

Just ",hOll the Method i l;.l t .t'ro toLtuht Chllr <;h Yns :::1ret h1t 

r ;)duce d i n t o the Ure onbDi e r vc.lley , there orB III) r ee:ords to sho,".' . 

Jju t as earl y as 18~ 2 there " 'as fi \"e ll orgo.n1 zed And .iJJ.~o s .vcr ou( 

dr ...:u it i n l. h i o yallcy . On the r oll of the t;yar terly conference 

"ere the DC e s of won] "'If the r.:os t prominen t l' !1d :1nflucnt1f11 

..::1 tl_eus of t he ya lley . 

ti:e 5e1 110 1 Church in b Ut;';"dj'e , a sIr.al l villc.
L
!8 a fe," ellas down the 

'rb.: l e.l f r l,):n Mar linton .. It i s r elated t hfi t \',I1Cll the first. l.letho4!st 

.p.t J t es t lUl t minister cane i I .. t o tili£: aOrG'lull i t ;: , he v'an ref'ueed tbe 

r1yelsg8 ') f prsDch1ng' at t ho rRMQ place \'here t he 1,\ . ! . m1niate1"8 

or )ublic mee ting hou se iE l!0t r e I n ted . Hl,' . JJhn J:sucl:.l ey , not 

e ...: ,urt;h :;,c::lbe r , 1n'-ito1 '":,1-11 & Lln l' :tefi..J.1H::." to l ' ropcn nt his hou.e. 

7:-.
0 

hrt' ite t 1011 '-'O!,; Llr.:ll~- Cicc.:€l) ted , al!d !: } J Jll~ e f";ll 'Jf poopl. 

':. flr"Q 0 nO f:..r ::h1F1 nne,' ;:iud of 1.1r:: t hoJdiF't " jlr e e..:h 1.1~ fIrst 

-... -L.£,: "f \.o.:11..0J1' cr -: (; l l"" 6 :1 '£:i. t tJ '·I1..1.'l~ l. !. Jllt;C m~d 1lu11t floG 

J:).;~ ~ 1 .1 \' ;-J i Lh t1 h)} i sery i ces . J ohn DUl.;l:le;1 donated +~e l::Jt 

Ll. ' J'''.3 'lOla" riyed tlJC 1;]]1l1(-1 0' :,, ' t': o ,'1':. "'",es ROfer8 

' r c L.!' 1. -S.' I C,j ... L '.t·t, l '1m; r. l.~ 1 ,1e"out n,ir,P!' P!lt 0: t1-j ~ \,; ~ ur(Jh . 



o -
As 8~'n to " th o r:ln 6t 1ng hOU60 IV"'A uOM..,let.ed n 16 new 

-1 !: 1 ::: ~ (, :' ~ lj a roylyrl f'lo'it l11g: Hlld. MI,n :' of the Men' ho r.'ld hp l ped 

t,;o tui l:i t he h ouse "e e ,,:ol1Yor ted . end lJQ cc.r.:.c chr.r: c. r nre.,llc -:, e ')f the. 

~~l.,,;l e t:; t i. E. t u :. e formed at t ho close o J' the r.loc ti ru: • Hhile U.e 

.·c \ i yol \.0.3 in pr o..: ret'S ~C YClltOCli of t il e :"':)'U!Ji? l)e')~ lo I e!' t 6-

,>!'r.:;-e :r - - ae tl !'L ct the 11. ~ . " burch c :ld a tt ellde d tho ~(H1·;r. l ee r -

- f,. .• e 5 . F;u t :i. iS Bet the:,' \' ore o ~~.tle l1 cd from t h e It. A. ·Chure,,;h . 

~!"c :J. ~":le J • .P . Cl ass ';:e!:: fo!."ocd theee 17 oDd ei ghtasn ')the~ s ( 35 in 

all) rho ha:! forr:.er l y heen roeohers of the H • .t: . Chur c::h , ~ojned the 

ne"- :::ociety formed at the lleVl lOG chul"cl'~ 1 then l:.no1"n [;.1' Buckley 

Ch""n.:h I but :1 ':)\" ce lled Bethel. 

The oldes t re cords Bhoy, thr .. t :Sethe1 Churuh hlld T:iOT6 than 

J},e ~unJ.re.i loer..l.bers in 18£3 ; among tjlem \'lure r.1811Y of the t:l.OE t 

prominent ci ti zens of the cor.-.Illuni ty . The QYorholt , Bucl:.lcy , l1cltel11 . 

nOber s Bud l.1cZe€l'ver f amilit3s ":ero 1 eede rc in the socie t J' . Old 

:Dettal cnu-'ch hs o e] W3ll to the confereut:e t, .. ;, ! tinerf.ll .lt minister! 

an d .s fe\" IJce l pree.chers of aoil1 t y . Dr. 1... L. !lcKee\'er tmd bia 

!:.s li brct.!1er Rev . Mo ore 1.1cHeill, ,"ere neml)e r s hFre . Thre e Ministera 

Y.1 ve s 110'\:6 <.:ome from tlJe mCr.1bership of Be thel church : L:rs . ReT. 

D. o.J . 1 oe:gs , \';110 '''as .:3bbine La i shley Buckl ey , nane d f~r Dr. Ie1fthle ~ '. 

"jie ; L1re . Re ,l . M. Ll . ~,er ly , who \, IBS B Hiss Overholt; Mrs . '!av . 

B. J .. . Hi t <.:he ll, ":he . as 1I.iS8 Eli :... a beth FrOUC8ti ? ellllell . 

J oehu(l Buckl ey . J onathall lJ.cHei ll. J nnes HOf6 re, 'C'111iam 

. l' J. 
roJ lrj'C6 , nellie R,~ere , Eli zabeth J:4'l emi ub , X' th l~ee . Polly.K.ee. 

J,.11£<:I 11 118 1.1c!!a 111 , .uUL:Y Buc:kl e ll , find POIIJ.-' Bud:.l ey \"ere ~orr.e of the 

f;"j' lj l.,crrbp...-C' E:.t. Bethel . Ge:Jl"ge Hcl.=.eevo r , ., unt 116nl,;:' ltul1e111." 

-!'~ . l'clLo"l l , l~t' . 01.1 J'.r ll . i.1 11!om Jlc1lej ll flll'l J ~.r . f!:.d ~B . 
JoLu '1.1 .. 11 

- ..... .. tlJ 1::1.':(, L.-)l1.;,. tj·~ .,lder : ;e T'i l ,a;,..· ~ 11:l" .ll~20 } 

\ 



'J'h~ l-'rs!:snt louf:lf!' "'1',' ""'ITP111 J l "\. ilu('; l\. o :,:n " h E 1 u11 l ln '{" T tr 

·hft .. .. "te of" :!{e , ' . Gaoree \" hc.rre ~t. f' n d Re v. 1,1. L . ~nlth 

1I~J'Ht8!lt . in 1 61:2 . I t i s U UCHl t, c OMmodi nu s , frnm~bujld l nn: . ond 

,r. ·r~d~tr. l ' le to the comml.Ulit;y nnJ. to the J.1c th odl fO t t'rotoct('nt 

":tl. :".ll1b tjC'u . 

':he GJ.'ocnbri ar Val l o~1 hoe produC.: ed r.lally [ible and 

.!1~·tiLiui .. hej in) ~ tere . An.! t.'l old jjcthG ¥ ClWl' C: h at jjue,;ke :; e , 

tel:J:l~E' t~e h !Dr of hr.TillrI c';i'\ol1 t o th.'! \(e Et Virg inia confGrel1c:e 

-;): tl:.e llethod i s t Protestent L:hure;h . one of it s pr o!"':inent E'nd 

E'.z".; c£:f'sful miniB t e rs . " ho for thp..n fo r ty :.'e tl r ~ ,":He r~ l,,; t i ve j n 

t h: w')rt 'Jf tr.e cO!l ferollce . 

Dr . l.1cKes Te:.· " ras born Jul ;y 2'.tc , 1 8 44 . lie llllited \"l th 

-r; l:e .... ethojis t rrotesta !1t l.:llrrch at .Hu cke ;l c in 1 8[)G, v.nd ref' l1csned 

tJ prsE. t:h 1J~' :he 'luF.r ter l y confe r en(:6 of the .PounhO!ltns t:ir(.:u1t . 

He t-EE F..,i:;ji t: ed to D€:cuer ship ill the eruluel c onfecencG r!i ~h that 

fr.D".)tl E class of 1 8 71, s1x of "'h om ~Grved nn pref'1dcl1ts of the 

i..Jt:fc:~e!lo.;€ in eu(;cz3ion : B. o.Jt out . A. L. Jlt:J:e ever . D. G. he l n ick, 

D. C. ~I~eee . J . M. Conare~ nnd £ . J . \,1180n . 

Brothe !"' 1.icKee ve r serve d mnn;/ of the leRding c:horgeE of 

tl.,:; 11et r ic t, inc l ud i ng : Harris on , 1 e1"is , George t m--n , Buckhnnnon , 

~rion . la . Llor ri s flnd }-'l er:::ling t on ci r L:uits . He E.6rvad t\>·o :'r'AErp 

BE' f)'res 1den t . [:. lld \' n8 Ee ':e r 8 1 tine s a :l l ee-ate to ~J:e GC1'!B!"e. l 

" . "'::>:l ... (; r ence se!:;s i ons . tie preached h is f irEt f'G:" non on Henver Creek. 

Dt , . r.l~~ee .... e r marrie d. tliss .::jUl.- fih Youne: . Uue of hi s sone 

Dr . Utt o D. Wt.: l:.eE:yer , 1 f:; e dj Etincui - b e d. t:. ini s ~c :· of the L! . 1:: . 

c .... ·- .. ,.'\-•• ...u. .... . 

JI' ror.J ------7he J4ethod1st Pr o t.estant Chu!"(:h 

\ 

i n , :e~ t \'ir f :i n ie.--- - !{e y. I. A. !Sf.rnFs D.!>. 
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. :'-11 olu <Jhnl'uh r{JOort\ l-.p · b J h 
~ .. oJ Jiln ',lcl: l cIJ f:1'o"'e t hot in 

1 5 { 'fhll:::l8t;' IJ . Ichor",'ood \'Ins th o pr,ctor of t.ho bucl:e~e chur ch . 

J.' :~~l B. :Buukley " ho no\" has t he record EBj'C thft t he it: of the; 

~.,}'11 .1'1l thi:.t lahar,' ood wus the i'irst Ininieter to t:. crvc t.his c}.urc'b . 

~; j "ns .u:',)l"rll:, t i,c one ",ho \It.o r e fused Jlc rmj eni '}11 to prosch in 

t::o lJ . -- 0 !,,!1--.ur...:h . He Stl.j'S that the Lletllodlat t:,llibCOllsls \ 'erc. "er~' 

strlt.:t at that tine and no ve r y c.crr.i tted SHY one of anothe:;,: 

JCJloT,lnatj:)]1 t? uce the ir ChUl' .::h , und fol.' this ver~ rens on 1.:he~' 

lost their inll uenc6 i n the C!olJl.!!:uni t ~· and :-or a tiMe 'had Ycry 

:6W Il'e:nbers . ~'lJhA.lly e. men b;" the name of Harper n :l.f' E'ent to tcke 

oyer the pe. s tJ!"sge , he allor:ed t hem borne libcr&li t:i' snd cu~ceed.€'d 

in or58ni.:illG 8 rjght good cl o.~s . l Jut it ,nSf: lle...-er H ' !:trong 

6'; 1 t 1"-01 'Leen bef',Jre they expelle d eorne of the mct'herE: :1'01' r;Oil..g 

tJ tb; ldethod:: st .t'rotestant L1eeti ng • 

... :c\,;~rd iu6 to this record; ~he next nini ~ t6r . to f'o'ilo\"l 

1841 t:s follo\"s ; 

\iill1am li . Linsey ( p!.'ubalJl y £illdSll yJ 
.ra ul LinE'e~/ " " 

llsry ~smey , Cutlip Gei Ger I Sarah Geiber , 

Jal.lles .8 . Johnson. ~liz8heth ~arlor I 

, .. I Virg ini a ,/:II. Helle ill, Hury":' . ..... 0 ore , tionr;,' J1Jore , 

li'r r"nc is Harper , \'/i11iam Harper, J :Jl.f\ thel1 llcl;e i 1 1, 

IAi 1dred .Me:Iei11, \"1j lliRt". 1..: . fiellei 11 , H['che l i'hOr',6.E, 

Jenn~ K:e!lllisoc , \;i11iow 1..:011i n ::; , Cbr.clcE C :)ll~nr:. 

Smeuc l Coll:ins , 

J al~es uu:n , 

1.1.: r:' J . Careell , 

l1cnrlde Gur.! , 

~ll!~ll J "'IhnsMl , 

r.. +to ::;,:~ I 

_ .. ... ~ ....... a\.l. .LO. B~ . 

\ 



"tH3hJu .. t ' :, !:t; lI:"p . 

UdO.· l~e l.j ). t n e r . 

( 

Il1Chol t l. Jhll1" j) , 

llS l1'l: ,r L j t"ll thO" . 

Arthur ~h!.o rp . l:Se tt:"j' Sharp , 
Al ldrew 1Jl.':I mo" , 1\ 

~ .arcnr e t ur1 m~~ . 

A:..lt l • .::> • .;. l..i L htne r , ..h:lenoJr l.. i&htl<er , 

..... J.'1~ Li..?r.t:te r , .liscne l },lc Clllre , 
Devid Li [t. tner • 

~c (")ri'6 Uc Lo.luth11n , 
:SL.:Ii~: U..:Leu;: hUll r,'li 1 th " 

- • J :: & )0 I1 c .... orole . JSI<1 EH' M.cCorcl tl , 

J 'h.n 1.1oGol' c1 e I t)'.i.!U e l Vi beon . 

OJ -- .. 4 -~ . ~-

J obhua Buckley , .Lues d B 1 1 R '1 - kl D a lie:. ey . u th J!. 1 zn .buc 6 3 . 

::lizabeth .Huckl ey , Harmon ~barp . \iilli am ~h6rp l 

Hou~h Calvin ~harp l Uar y Ell en Sharp , Cla rlsA bol ton, 

Elizebeth bolton , Asa tih i nn l.fclfe ill . Rachel Kellis on , 

Martha Kellison , James Kellison . 

l!lrOI!l this class li s t, one can eBBj ly s ee tha t this 

nef'.' kind of !Jeth'Jdism attracted people fr om the s urrounding 

countr yside for a r a dius of many mile s, from Hr m'711S Cr eek, l'08g-8 

Leue , J11k ond mallY othe r communi t i es. 1'h i s l ist , ho\"Je ver , do~..::,o'~J ~ 

gi ve the names of th e Ove r bol ts , ..t'elUlell e end l.i.cr:ee ver~o'~ 
ell l oya l members . Perhaps they d i d no t join un t il a later d b te. 

I4r . Buckl ey says the. t e ll of those v'h o were ey. llel1ed 

ft'oI!'. the J.1 . :; . chu::-ch , r ema ined l oya l c ambers of t he 11. P . ch urch. 

De'·e r re t urning to the 14 . E . church • .lle Bo l d that in 1853 t here 

'I ere 105 members in the Bethe l church at BuCks j'B but that later 

t hel- Cent in SOr.'le u.neduca t e d preache r e and the po op le got 80 

d iS (;oursse d and d1 aGue ted be cause the ;:.r coUld no t compe t e 171 tb tbe 

Jt2".e;" cb · .... !'chce thet they dri f ted off . Un l y e fe'"! r e r.m i l led 10;"81 . 

\ 



nell th8l' t7en t 111 bot t o r 
Peen<:hcre: f 

81'118 t hul1 :l. up the c l058 Or (l. \'h:1le but 
. I GI! :1n (.;1 • the~. "'ere ne,er 

• • & 1 horne LtcJJ 1 
,jUlll8S aho 1 together fo r e 11 held the 

many ye8r~ d 
WHHIU A. ted preache r s Were ~hcre . urine the t1~e thet the 

~'b8re has boeu no lliethodlst P 
rotsstnnt mjnister a t t h is 

church for the l us t ten years. 

there BrB on ly fi "8 camb e rs. 
find at the present timell<J40) 

1l.rs . >:lUS ell McHeill , 
.!.drs . Lot tie Pennell, 

and J ohn B. BUCkley. 

Lira. l~ancy Mr.:llelil, 

.Mrs Margere t '..I.'hOr.l.RS t 

Mr. Buckley Bays that none 

of t hem are abl e t o get out 
t o church because of t J:eir age. All 

of the younger members have jOi ned some other denomination . 

According to .Prices ' Hi s t ory , J.ioora LIctielll, the younreet 

son of i'lilliam :.. he teacher , became B preacher, end entered the 

itj~e~acy of the auspi ces o f the Uethod1st ~rotestent ~hurch. and 

trs\'sled many year s \': i t h fJa r k ed succes s aHd acceptE.nce 1n the co nt1er 

of \,es t Virgin ia borde::"ing the Ohio Rl,\"or . 

A::;a L3hinn l.1011ei11 Vias also a peeacher . but for some resson 

ne ver took a re g.ular ci rcuit. tle . hoV/ever raB con£'1de!"ed 8 ver., 

able preacher , often subs tituting for othe r ninisters ~nd presiding 

i l ders. 

I.'ir. Buckley says that E.S fc..r back Be he can remember, 

the Presbyterians bfive used this e;hue <.;h , wi t.b .urI. Dunlap. »a .. l. 
ciyd.Dstricker and 11m T. Price 8S their earl1est greachera. 110 

doubt the same one s that served othe r Presb,torian churchea a180 

preached to this Presbyterian class a t Buckeye. i~e f irBt 

E.&-·eBb~;teriBn 1::cr.1bers 6t this church \~e:e the JloC11nt1oa. 

j!' r r.ll: ny :; e::'£'6 thifl (.;hurch bAS be en Eier,ed by the IT •• byter1an 

Dlin1eter f !' orn the !.1e r11nton ChllI' ...:h. 

-. -. 
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